Upogebia snelliusi (Thalassinoidea, Upogebiidae) is recorded for the first time from Iriomote Island, Ryukyus, Japan. This species shows polymorphism in both males and females.
INTRODUCTION
Thirty specimens of Upogebia snelliusi Ngoc-Ho, 1989 were collected from the hollow interior of the mudstone present in the coral reef of Iriomote Island, Ryukyus, by M. Saigusa, Y. Hirano, and H. Ikeda in 2003. This represents the first record of this species from a region of Japan. While examining the collection, it turned out that this species shows polymorphism in both males and females, which is likewise reported here.
Abbreviations used in the text: CL, carapace length; F, female; M, male; P, pereiopod; Plp, pleopod; SDO, Science Department of Okayama University; ZMUC, Zoological Museum, University of Copenhagen; TL, total length, from the tip of the rostrum to the end of the telson. Description. -A medium-sized species ( fig. 1) . Rostrum narrowly protruded, longer than broad, with hiatus and without a median furrow on the dorsal surface; dorsal surface distally with 4-5, usually 4 frontal teeth, and ventral surface with one sharp spine in distoventral corner. Lateral frontal process developed as a strong spine, and posterior to it a row of 11 teeth on the lateral longitudinal ridge. Lateral longitudinal groove broad in its anterior half. No hepatic spine. Anterolateral margin of the carapace armed with 5 teeth, the anterior one distinct and located posterior to the eyestalk, the others small in size. Linea thalassinica present.
Antennular peduncle segment 1 with a strong ventrodistal spine. Maxilliped 3 narrow, exopod with a segmented flagellum. Pereiopod 1 subchelate; ischium with 2-3 small, sharp spines on ventral margin, merus with a row of 5 small, sharp spines on proximal half of ventral margin, and one sharp subterminal spine on dorsal margin. Carpus with three sharp spines on distomesial margin; two sharp spines located on dorsal corner; posterior to the dorsal spine, 1-2 smaller sharp spines are present; and another sharp spine is found on the ventral corner. Palm oblong, dorsal margin beset with a row of slender setae, mesial surface with a row of 7-11, usually 9 sharp spines along the dorsal margin, below that a row of 6-10, usually 8 sharp spines, and further below another 5-10 spines scattered over the mesial surface; ventral margin protruded distoventrally to form a sharp fixed finger, posterior of which is a sharp spine, while 2-3 small spines are present proximally; fixed finger with 4 small, thick teeth in proximal half of the cutting margin. Dactylus longer than fixed finger, the cutting edge with a small, thick tooth subproximally, and mesial surface with a median row of tubercles.
Abdominal somite 6 broader than long, posterior margin smoothly carinate; lateral margin with a triangular median protrusion. Telson broader than long, lateral margin concave in its posterior half, dorsal surface forming a median platform medially, surrounded by a transverse median carina and two lateral carinae on
